TURKEY AT THE  STRAITS
elusion of treaties of friendship with Italy,6 France7 and
Greece,8 and the admission of Turkey into the League of
Nations in i932.9 To the extent that Turkey improved
her relations with the Western Powers, she became less
dependent on Russia; nevertheless, she remained outwardly
on the best terms with her northern neighbors almost up
to the unsuccessful Moscow negotiations in the fall of 1939.
In substance, however, Russo-Turkish relations began to
cool, imperceptibly, from the late twenties on when the
consolidation of Turkey's diplomatic position with respect
to the Allies was more or less accomplished.10
Turkey's move for revision of the Straits Convention of
1923 was preceded by a series of events which pro-
foundly altered the foundations upon which post-war Eu-
rope was erected. This fundamental change was brought
about by a series of treaty repudiations, undeclared wars, the
failure of the Disarmament and the World Economic con-
ferences, the increasingly "dynamic" foreign policies of
authoritarian governments and the consequent whittling
away of the collective security system. For Turkey to
raise the question of the Straits under such conditions was
both logical and understandable. Both the time and the
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